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Membership Orientation and Preparation at Canaan Taiwanese Christian Church

Introduction

We at Canaan Taiwanese Christian Church (CTCC) believe that commitment to a local church community is a
central part of Christian faith. Membership in any local church is meant to be a joyous journey of blessing,
encouragement, and achievement of one’s potential in Christ. As members of CTCC, we commit to living out our
faith through this local church body. This commitment is our covenant with one another to:

1. Become disciples of Jesus Christ who seek to grow into spiritual maturity.
2. Build one another up in faith, knowledge, and character.
3. Support the mission of CTCC by giving their time, talents, and finances.

4. Submit themselves to the spiritual authority of the church’s elders and pastors, who have the
responsibility to shepherd the congregation.

Membership Process

1. At CTCC, only individuals who have made a profession of faith in Christ may become members. Members
indicate their profession of faith by baptism or confirmation of faith. Those who have been baptized or confirmed
in another congregation may transfer their membership to CTCC.

2. Anyone who seeks membership at CTCC should first speak to a minister, elder, or deacon at least six weeks
before the next scheduled baptism and transfer of membership date with his/her membership application.

3. The minister, elder, or deacon will then invite the candidate to join a membership orientation class prior to
baptism, confirmation, or transfer. During this mandatory 4-6 week orientation class, candidates will be
introduced to the vision, values, beliefs, and distinctive of CTCC, including a. Confession of faith-the Apostle’s
Creed (by pastors), b. CTCC vision and history (by the senior pastor/elders), ¢c. Guides for spiritual growth (by
pastors/elders), and d. Christian ministry and service opportunities (by pastors/elders). A membership packet will
be shared during the discerning and orientation process.

4. Upon completion of the orientation class, candidates will submit their membership application to the Session
accompanied by the recommendation of service/ministry pastors and elders and a written faith journey (to be
shared with the Session and the congregation/ community groups). The Session will meet applicants for final
confirmation for baptism, confirmation, or acceptance of transfer of membership and issue a call for the
candidate to become a member and to serve at CTCC.

5. Each year 3 Sundays scheduled for receiving members. (Spring/Easter Season, summer/fall/Pentecost Season,
winter/Advent season) 2010-2011 Schedule of receiving membership: [2010]: 8/1(8), 10/3(10), 12/5(12) [2011]:
4/24(Easter Season), 8/21(Pentecost Season), 12/11(Advent season )jointly observing.



